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Meet Melissa McCollum:
Q&A with New DMPL Director

Selected after a nationwide search, Melissa
McCollum began her role in February. She
brings both extensive library experience and
deep Des Moines roots to the role.

1. How did you fall in love with public
libraries?
My earliest library experiences were at the
former downtown Des Moines Public Library
under the direction of Mrs. Estes, where |
spent countless hours exploring the stacks on my own and choosing
the books that | wanted to read. | always felt welcome and inspired
there — a feeling | have dedicated my career to recreating for others.

2. What most excites you about taking on leadership of the Des Moines
Public Library system?

I’'m excited to work with our dynamic, dedicated, and innovative staff,

Board of Trustees, Foundation, and partners to build on the library’s

legacy and continue to deepen its impact in our beloved community.

3. Why should people support public libraries? How can they best do so?
Public libraries enrich lives and strengthen communities in so many
ways. They are community hubs connecting people with resources,
services, and each other. They support vulnerable community members
of all ages, serve as economic engines for personal and local economic
development, and are a sound investment in quality of life for all.

Great options for supporting libraries include donating to the Des
Moines Public Library Foundation, becoming a library volunteer, and
reaching out to elected representatives to make sure they know the
importance of public libraries, intellectual freedom, and safeguarding
access to library buildings, collections, programs, and services in our
community and beyond.

4. If you could share one message with DMPL donors and sponsors,
what would that be?

Thank you! Our summer reading program, outreach, author programs,

libraries, and community would not be the same without you.

5. What'’s a book that surprised or challenged you?

| return to Jon Kabat-Zinn’s Wherever You Go, There You Are about
once a year. It's a guide to mindfulness meditation. It's about engaging
fully in the present moment, using breath as an anchor, developing
emotional resilience, and the accessibility of these tools.

6. When you’re not at the library, how do you spend your free time?
One of my favorite activities is watching my son Quinn play basketball.
He plans to play at Grinnell College next year, so I'm now a Pioneers fan
in addition to a Cyclones fan. | also enjoy reading, hiking, and exploring
new places with family and friends.



Where Does the Money Go?

DMPL requests funds from the Foundation each year. For 2026, the Foundation board unanimously approved
$483,000 to support DMPL programs. Some of the approved requests include:

Kelly Edmister,
Community Leader

Public libraries

contribute to community
development wherever
they are located. Providing
libraries with financial

and volunteer resources
will be critical as libraries
continue to be called upon
to build and maintain
communities.

Keren Fiorenza,
Drake University

Each library branch feels
of its place, reflecting

the neighborhood and
community it serves.
That connection makes
the library, and books
inside, feel personal and
meaningful. | love seeing
kids’ bikes parked outside
and knowing that the
library has become part of
their everyday lives.

Kate Hightshoe-Lambert,
Kate Shu Collective and
The Monarch Shoppe LLC

Having the opportunity
to check out library books
was a privilege, it was
something my siblings
and | looked forward

to growing up—the
bookmobile, the free
McDonald’s sundae

or small French fry, the
puppets and records you
could check out. Some
of my most precious and
life-shaping memories are
around books, reading,
and the public library.

Youth Programming

$22,000

Rosie the Reader
Outreach

John Maly,
Sammons Group

The library is such a
wonderful resource that

| feel that everyone should
support them, if by no
other way than by visiting
their local branch and
utilizing the services

they provide.
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How Your Support Helped: July-December 2025
Adult Programming

Foundation support ensured adults across the Des Moines Public Library system had access to engaging, free
programs during the second half of 2025. For example:

« At South Side Library, patrons enjoyed Reality Trivia Bonanza, book
discussions, and watercolor classes.

« East Side Library offered live music, Cooking Around the World, Why Zoos
Exist, and popular themed events including Haunted lowa.

)

« North Side Library continued Community Craft Night, hosted a second
Swedish Death Cleaning 101 due to demand, and offered The World of Teas.

« Forest Avenue Library provided a wide mix of creative, cultural, and wellness
programs, including Craft Night, Chair Yoga, and Native American
Stories & Lifestyles.

Children's & Teen Programming

From July through December 2025, Foundation support powered engaging, hands-on
programs for youth across all branches, creating spaces for creativity, learning, and connection.

« South Side Library hosted activities like Pixel Art, Glow Jars, and teen trivia events.

« East Side Library offered Summer Reading programs, an Instrument Petting Zoo,
and family events like Teddy Bear Campout, alongside cultural learning experiences.

« North Side Library featured programs such as Fairy Gardens, a Taylor Swift-themed
celebration, and teen cooking classes.

« At Franklin Avenue Library, large-scale events drew strong participation, including
Gingerbread House Workshops, a reptile program, and a teen after-hours Laser Tag
& Nerf Party.

« Forest Avenue Library continued to offer arts, bilingual storytimes, and community-
centered programs.

Funding from the Foundation also provided for shared resources across the system,
like sensory tools, a Nintendo Switch, and multi-branch events.

Nearly 10,000 children and teens stay engaged in learning over the
summer, thanks to support from the Foundation. They logged more
than 1 million minutes of reading, and each took home a book for

&8 their personal library. Programs remained a key part of the experience,
with 223 children’s programs (7,606 attendees) and 29 teen programs
(475 attendees). Outreach extended the library’s reach through visits
to classrooms, summer care sites, and community events, engaging
thousands of children where they are.

Teens also contributed through 746 volunteer hours, supporting younger
readers and programs. The summer led to 639 new library cards issued, reflecting deeper community connection.

Thanks to the Foundation’s investment, Summer Reading continues to be a powerful tool for literacy, equity, and
community connection—ensuring that learning doesn’t stop when school is out.
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The 25th Annual lowa Author Awards Dinner was held this past
October at the World Food Prize Hall of Laureates, the beautifully
restored former home of the downtown library. Former lowa
Governor Tom Vilsack and First Lady Christie Vilsack served as
hosts and honorary co-chairs. The event drew 192 guests.

Sponsors
» Presenting Sponsor: Venerable
« Champions: Kay and Bob Riley

Advocates

« Harry Bookey and
Pamela Bass-Bookey

« Karen Hawkins

« Charlotte and Fred Hubbell

« Trudy Holman Hurd

« Mary and Dan Kelly

« Chris and Amy Nebons

« People, Inc.

« Friends of Kerry Peterson and
Jennifer Warne

Recognized were Kaveh Akbar, Vince Gotera, Kali White VanBaale,

John Domini (posthumously), who reflect the diversity of literary
talent tied to lowa. Retired DMPL director Susan Amend Woody
received the Friend of Literacy Award. In total, this event raised nearly
$40,000 to benefit library programs and initiatives across the city.

Supporters
» Dentons Davis Brown PC
« Polk County Board of Supervisors

Impact Spotlight: Melanie Jacobs of Catloaf Studio

After moving to Des Moines,
Melanie Jacobs began
pursuing art full-time. Through
a fellow artist, she discovered
Tech Central, the Des Moines
Public Library’s hands-on
technology space. There, she

: gained access to professional-
grade tools—including button makers, sublimation
printers, and other creative equipment—without
needing to invest personal capital.

Tech Central allowed Melanie to experiment, fail
safely, and refine her ideas. With support from
knowledgeable library staff, she learned how to size
designs correctly, troubleshoot equipment issues, and
adapt her digital artwork into new formats. Library
staff played a key role in helping her confidently use
unfamiliar machines and resolve technical problems
when they arose.

The Impact

Using library technology, Melanie expanded her
product line to include low-cost, high-demand items
such as buttons and magnets—affordable “impulse

buys” that significantly increased her sales at markets
and conventions.

As a result:

+ She now sells her work at local markets, regional
festivals, and Comic Cons

« Her products are stocked in 18 retail stores across
the U.S.

« She transitioned fully into self-employment as an
artist

« Her brand visibility increased as wearable, shareable
products spread organically

Crucially, Tech Central allowed Melanie to test
products before investing, avoiding costly purchases
of equipment she wasn’t sure would sell in the
marketplace.

Why Philanthropy Matters

Programs like Tech Central exist because of
philanthropic support. Donor funding helps expand
access to creative technology, maintain up-to-date
equipment, and support innovation that directly fuels
local economic growth. For Melanie, Tech Central
wasn'’t just a workspace—it was a launchpad.
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Lasting impact: The promise of an estate gift

If you love the library, that love can extend well beyond your lifetime. Estate gifts have recently
helped upgrade lighting, replace furniture, and expand collections, among other needs.

The Estes-Spaulding Legacy Society recognizes and honors those who designate a gift to

the Des Moines Public Library Foundation in their will or estate plan. This typically involves
signing a simple pledge form (so we know of your intent) and including language in your will
or trust documents. Knowing your intention helps us plan ahead and, if you wish, celebrate and recognize your future
gift now. (We also have members who choose to remain anonymous.)

Named for trailblazing former library directors Elaine Graham Estes and the late Forrest Spaulding, this special
group of donors will open doors well past their lifetimes. For more information, contact our executive director,
Dave Remund, via phone (515-412-0180) or email (daveremund@dmplfoundation.org).

Thank You to Our Donors

The following donations were received by the Des Moines Public Library Foundation from July 1, 2025, through
December 31, 2025. We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please contact us, and we will make corrections.

In Memory of
Ann Anderson
Dory L. Briles

Ann Lehmann
Tad and Debbie Lehmann

Antonia Corio Smid
Kristel and Kevin Mayberry

Bernice Downing
Sally Downing

Candy and Dewey Heaton
Greer and Jane Headrick

Caroline Levine
Dory L. Briles

Dr. ). Elias Jones
Anonymous

Jan Hornacker
Friends of the North Side Library

Janet E. McMichael
John G. McMichael

Jeffrey Alan Nall

Robert and Pamela Lund

Donald and Diana Johnson

Bob and Jody Antrim

Richard Clark and Mary Grace
Herrington

John Domini
Brandon Prell
Amy Domini

Joy and Chuck Rohm
Robert and Anna Hueston

Katherine Irene Donnelly
Anonymous

Lee R. Epps
Tally and Joe Bervid

Marilyn Freerksen

The Steinmetz Family
Sandra Allen

Jeri Rathkamp

Kay Campbell

Abbie D Ruisch

Shari Hawk

Julie Bell

Kaitlyn Middlemis-Clark

Mary Culver
Jeanette Best

Millicent Baty
Scott E. Davis

Norma Winston
Margaret Puls

Olive and Albert Lorey
Penny Lorey

Phyllis Curnes
Pete and Carol Curnes

Rise L. Smith
Jane Hudson

Rudy Lorbiecki
Thomas Press and
Donna Paulsen

Steve and Sara Marquardt
Debby Feintech

Thomas Hanson
Patricia M Kehoe

Tim Krebs
Rachel Morgan

In Honor of
Kay and Bob Riley
Katherine M Murphy

Mary and Dan Kelly
Thomas Press and
Donna Paulsen
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Melissa McCollum
Andrew and Barbara Nish

Meredith Hubbell Stahl and
Andrew Stahl
Fred and Charlotte Hubbell

Rod & Joanne MacDonald
Robert and Jean Williams

Sue Woody
Nancy Amend

Robert and Maryanne Sobiech

Tim Hickman and
Jennifer Warne
John Taylor and Julie McGuire

Up to $249
Frederick Adams and Judy
Mossholder

Benjamin Allen and Marguerite

Fitch
Sandra Allen
Mary K. Anderson
Mertze A Anderson
Mark R. Anich
Anonymous donors
Bob and Jody Antrim

Richard and Michele Atterbury

Diana and Gary Babberl
Louis and Ann Balentine
Colleen M. Barongan

Laura L. Baumgartner

Julie Bell

Mark W Bennett

Ray and Sandy Benter
Bruce and Barbara Bergman
Tally and Joe Bervid
Jeanette Best

Tammi Blackstone

Don and Margo Blumenthal
Sydney Boeschen

Ted and Connie Boesen
Tina M Brooks

The Brown Family

Inez Busch

Bruce and Mary Butler
Gayle and Scott Butler

John C. Cacciatore and
Robin Ahnen-Cacciatore

Rita Carlson

Alice Castle

Dan Chibnall

Richard Clark and Mary Grace
Herrington

William and Karen Claypool

Rebecca L. Cloud

Rick Coash

Katy Condon

Mary Ellen Corll

Don A. Corrigan

Alyssa Craven

Pete and Carol Curnes

Mathieu ). Dahlen

Scott E. Davis

Judy and Lawrence Deutch

Sandra Deyoe and Steven C.
Snyder

Tej and Karen Dhawan

Judy Diedrichs

Kurtisha Dotson

Christine and Brian Douglas

Sally Downing

Jacqueline Easley McGhee

Fred and Kathy Eastman

Debby Feintech

Robert Ferrentino

Gerald B Feuerhelm and
Amy Wiegmann

James and Marge Fleming

Glenna K Frank

Louise and Gary Gately

Amy Getty and Edward Allen

Randy and Mary Gordon

David and Susan Grant

Kathryn A. Griffin

Evan Guest

Judy Guinn

Evan and Ann Haack

Dorothy and Dwayne Hall

Phillip Hall

Lyndsey Hamill

Allison J. Hansen

Joe and Rose Jean Hansen

Thalya and Mark Hanson

Harvey L. Harrison and
Ellen L. Taylor

Shari Hawk

Marta L. Hawkins

Greer and Jane Headrick

Cynthia C. Hemingway

Valerie Hermanstorfer

John and Fay Hill

Alexander Himschoot

Christine and Terry Hines

Lorna and Stephen Holland

Robert Hornbrook

Dr. Carol L. Horner

Molly L. House

Jane Hudson

Robert and Anna Hueston

Norman and Carol Hulscher

Mimi and Joseph Hyman

Jody Ingersoll

Jeffrey Jacobson

Lawrence and Barbara James

Betsy Jayne

Douglas Jensen

Robert Jewett

Donald and Diana Johnson

Virginia A. Johnson

Joseph Jones I

Lindsay Jones

Mary Ann Juhl

Marie Louise Kane

Jane Keairns

Rachel Kearney

Meghan Klinkenborg

David and Janice Koder

Katherine Kots

Rick R. Kozin

Carolyn Krafka

Brian Kramer

Jon M. Krieg and Patricia J.
McKee

Karen A Kuhn

Patty & Kevin LaGree

Joseph and Ruth Lakers

Kathleen J. Leonard

Tracey Levine

Brett Lewis

David K Lingwall and Sheila M.
Starkovich

Michael Lipsman

Penny Lorey

Michael G. Ludwig



Jonathan K Lund

Robert and Pamela Lund

Erik M. Lundy

F. Richard and Barbara Lyford

Carolyn C Lynner and Keith
Thornton

Tar Macias

Margaret E. Maloney

Paul and Lynn Mankins

Lavone Mann

Kylie Markey

Sydney E Marshall

Doug and Kate Massop

Kristel and Kevin Mayberry

Megan McAfee

Robert M. McLearen Jr.

John G. McMichael

Catherine M. McMullen

Elizabeth Medina

Cyndy Miller

Stanley Miller

Michele P Minske

Janice Mitchell

Diane Mohrfeld

Drs. Genevieve Staudt and
Alexander Moore

Rachel Morgan

William and Louise Moulder

Kathleen L. Murrin

Jennifer K Naber

Richard and Sandy Nauman

G. Rick and Elizabeth Neumann

Viveka Neveln

David and Andrea Packard

Catherine Padilla

William and Joanne Page

Rafael Parra

Susan Pinneke

John Pollak and Nancy Crowfoot

Andrew Pollen

Brian and Mary Porter

Jacqueline Porter

Morgan Post

Brandon Prell

Anthony and Margaret Puls

Anonymous

Jeri Rathkamp

Kenneth and Donna Reams

Heather R Redenius

David Remund

Jenn & Jim Rockwell-Boyd

Ronald and Ann Rowland

Abbie D Ruisch

Donisue Rupp

Hal and Donna Rusk

Jim and Jenelle Sarcone

John D. Schmidt and Deb Wiley

Sadye Scott-Hainchek

Kristen Shaffer

Emily Shearer

Kevin Shires

Steve and Penny Sikkink

Bruce and Linda Simonton

David Simpson and Holly Klotz

Mitchell Smith

Amber Lynn Sorenson

Mary and Jeff Sparling

Ellen M Strachota

Amanda Svetlecic

Jean and Paul Swenson

John R. Taylor

John F Tekippe

Jill Thiel

Dr. Jacqueline Thompson

Nancy G. Thompson

Margaret Thomson

Sherry Thorn

Heather Torpy

Tim and Toni Urban

Benjamin and Jill VanVleet

Kali VanBaale

Michael and Diane Versackas

Samantha Wagner

Wynn Walters

Jeffrey Warren

Doug Wells

Phillip and Morgan Wessels

Lee Wheelock

Charyl Sue White

Roger White and Carol Lea Albin
White

Amy Whitlatch-Gillum

Dolores Ann Willemsen

Robert and Jean Williams

Janet Wise

Ty Wistrand

Steven H. Wood

Tom Woody

Jaclyn Wulfekuhle

Kelli Wyngarden

Ellen Yee

Ann York

Peter Zemansky

$250-$999

Nancy Amend

Margaret Anderson

Susan Barnes and Jean Davis

Kelly Baum

Judy R. Blank

Patricia Boddy

David and Susan Bolte

Arden and Margaret Borgen

Lauren M.G. Burt

Donald K. Bustell and Nancy L.
Rambo

Kay and Tim Campbell

Dave and Alicia Claypool

Ryan Clutter and Vicki Sehgal

Ken and Karna Converse

Luke Desmet

Kim DiMaria

Andie Dominick

Sara Doruska

Anonymous donors

Nancy Dunbar

Alfred Edwards

Andrea and Mark Elliott

Karen Engman

Janet B. Figg

Susan Frambach

Jonathan Gano

Sam Gelb

Carolyn Greufe

Alan Gross

Jon and Tina Hade

Elizabeth B Happe

Emilee Harris

Douglas and Barbara Hein

Hope Hensley

Dr. Norma J. Hirsch

Jonathan Hobbs

Kathy Hoefing

Michael and Debbie Hubbell

Robert and Linda Hunter

Patricia M Kehoe

Craig and Nancy Kelinson

Linda Kirkman

Michael and Pamela Kulik

John Lavere

Scott and Denise Linn

Laura Lockard

Edward Loeb

Robert and Joanne Mahaffey

Katherine and Joshua
Mandelbaum

Edwin McIntosh

Gail McKean

John and Susan McKee

Raymond Michel

Kaitlyn Middlemis-Clark

Maureen D. Mondora and
Sean Sexton

Dawn Mooradian

Polly V. Moore

John Morrissey

Katherine M Murphy

Andrew and Barbara Nish

Brice C. Oakley and Jo Oldson

Michael and Virginia O'Keefe

John and Judy Perkins

Thomas Press and Donna
Paulsen

Amy Randeris Schultz

Martha A. Reno

Riley Family

Quinlan Riser

Nelda Sampel

Brianne Sanchez

Scott E Sanders

Paul and Claudia Schickler

Scott and JoBeth Schoneberg

Mark Schuling and Eliza Ovrom

Chris Segar

Beth Ann Seuferer

Michael Simonson

Martha J. Smith

Robert and Maryanne Sobiech

The Steinmetz Family

Pamyla and Clarke Stewart

Julie Stone

Kimberley Strope-Boggus

Richard S. Swanson and
Mathilde C. Brown Swanson

Andy and Teri Wood
TeBockhorst

Robert and Molly Veenstra

Tom and Christie Vilsack

David and Sara Walker

Marvin and Marie Walker

Charles and Tracy Wheeler

Christopher and Rebecca
Widmer

Tim Wieland

Martha A. Willits

Michael and Susan Woody

Jon R. Yankey MD and Barb B.
Yankey

$1,000+

Belinda and Lucas Alexander

James A. Autry and Sally
Pederson

Kirk and Cathy Besh

Harry Bookey and Pamela
Bass-Bookey

Dory Briles

Ralph and Sylvia G. Green
Charitable Fund

Sharon and Greg Chlebicki

Cody Christensen

Virginia Darcy

Margie Davidson

Fredrick and Arlene DeVries

Amy Domini

Douglas B. Dorner MD and
Carole Villeneuve

Jonathan P. Duvick and Carol A.
Hendrick

Paul Easter

Jim and Kerri Hill-Elliott

Cynthia Erickson

Keren and Joe Fiorenza

Scott M. Galenbeck and Leann
Treloar

Heather and Luke Groben

Katherine and Andrew Hauser

Karen Hawkins

Martha Henrichs

Timothy R. Hickman and Frank
M. Vaia

Will and Dixie Hoekman

Mark Holub and Wesley
Hunsberger

Jaclyn Hruska

Fred and Charlotte Hubbell

Carol Hunter

Trudy Holman Hurd

Anonymous donor

Steve Jayne and Karen Shaff

Daniel and Mary Kelly

Susie & Josh Kimelman

George & Kathleen Kochheiser
Family

Tad and Debbie Lehmann

Victoria Leo

Tracy Lewis and Rick Gubbels

LaRue Maddox

Nancy and Bill Main

Nicolle McClure

Mark McCormick and Vicky
Herring

Terry and Kristin Merfeld

Mark Movic and Susan H.
Skinner

Roger and Diane Munns

Cal and Susan Murdock

Christopher and Amy Nebons

Chris Nelson

William Noth and Marcia
Baumhover

Elizabeth Noyes & Nick
Smithberg

James and Jeanne O’Halloran

Robert and Rose Mary Pratt

Laura Pyer

Christine T. Riccelli and Charles
R. Ball

Robert Riley Jr.

Robert & Kay Riley

Nicholas Roby and Deborah
Tharnish

Jon Staudt and Ann Sokoloski

Rachel Stauffer and Jim Lawson

Jan and Layton Stump

Sheryl Terlouw

Sally Donagh Titus

Rod Townsend

Jennifer A. Warne and Kerry A.
Peterson

Douglas and Deborah West

James Windsor Ill and Sandra
Windsor

David Yepsen and Mary Stuart

Organizations

Beaverdale Books, L.L.C.

BTC Capital

Cole-Belin Education
Foundation

Community Foundation of
Greater Des Moines

Dentons Davis Brown PC

Friends of the North Side Library

Ghrist Family Foundation

Kenny's Bail Bonds

Mary K. and Daniel M. Kelly
Family Foundation

People Inc.

Polk County Board of
Supervisors

Prairie Meadows Racetrack &
Casino

Rotary Club of Des Moines

Venerable

Matching and
Workplace Giving
City of Des Moines

lowa One Gift

Morgan Stanley

Nationwide

Principal Financial Group
Standard Insurance Company
United Way of Central lowa
Wells Fargo

Estate Gifts

Richard W. and Diane M.
Berglund

Mary K. Davis

Bradford W. Harvey

James Hughes

Frances Landers

Scan

QR code
to donate
today

‘ DES MOINES

President
Christine Riccelli

Vice President
Cathy Besh

Treasurer
Chris Nelson

Secretary
Dan Chibnall

Past President
Chris Nebons

Lauren Burt

Kelly Edmister

Andrea Elliott

Keren Fiorenza

Oma Blaise Ford

Tara Hall

Tim Hickman (President,
DMPL Board of Trustees)
Kate Hightshoe-Lambert
Abena Sankofa Imhotep
Tar Macias

Melissa McCollum (DMPL
Director)

Quinlan Riser

Brianne Sanchez

Executive Director
Dave Remund, Ph.D.

Assistant Director
Jennifer Warne
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